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LuKE XXIII. 43. 


And Jeſus ſaid unto him, Verily J ſay unto thee, 
To day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe. 


HE uſe which has been generally 
made of theſe words has been to 
ſhew, that the gracious promiſe 
which our Lord here makes to the 

penitent thief can afford no en- 

couragement to a death-bed repentance ; be- 
cauſe there is ſuch a wide, and manifeſt differ- 
ence betwixt the caſe of this man, and that of 
other ſinners. But the uſe I propoſe to make 
of them, ſhall be to eſtabliſh the doctrine of 
our Church concerning an Intermediate State of 

Happineſs or Miſery betwixt Death, and the ge- 

neral Reſurrection; in oppoſition to ſome late 

| attempts 


1 

6 The Intermediate State between 
attempts in favour of an opinion, which was 
firſt maintained by a few in the Primitive 
Church &, and fince by the Si,, and others, 
namely, that immediately upon death, ſoul, 
as well as body, ſinks into Nate of utter In- 
ſenſibility, and continues in the ſame till the 
reſurrection. 

And here I ſhall not inſiſt on the arguments 
which are uſually drawn from the nature of 
the Soul, or the moral perfections of the Deity. 
For as to the former, though they give us great 
reaſon to hope that death 1s only the ſeparation 
of the ſoul from the body, and not the ex- 
tinction of it; yet as in the opinion of many 
they do not amount to a demonſtration, and as 
they muſt leave the mind under ſome doubts 
and uncertainty, and this in a point of the 
greateſt conſequence to us, and in which every 
man would wiſh to be fully fatisfied, I ſhall at 
preſent paſs them over. And as to the argu- 
ments which are drawn from the moral perfec- 
tions of the Deity, and the unequal diſtribu- 


tion of the * of this life; though they are 
the 


Vid. Euſeb. Lib. VI. cap. 37. 


— | 


Death and the Reſurrection, proved. 7 
the beſt which our unaſliſted reaſon affords in 
proof of a world to come, and mult give great 
ſatisfaction to every candid perſon ; yet they do 
nat come up to the point in queſtion: they only 
prove that men will ſome time or other live in 
another ſtate, in which all things will be ſet 
right. For the juſtice and goodneſs of God 
will be equally vindicated, and the deſerts of 
men as fully anſwered, whether the ſtate of 
rewards and puniſhments takes place imme- 
diately upon death, or ſome time afterwards, - 

Leaving therefore this fort of arguments, I 
ſhall have recourſe to the revealed will of God, 
who beſt knows what he intends to do with 
his creatures, and whoſe word can never de- 
ceive us. Now out of the great number of 
paſſages of Scripture which might have been 
prefixed to a Diſcourſe upon the ſubject here 
undertaken, I have choſen the words of the 
Text, as being of all others the fulleſt to my 
purpoſe. And I ſhall endeavour to ſhew from 
them, as well as from other parts of Scripture, 
that there is an 7; ntermedrate State of Happineſs or 


Maſery 


8 De Intermediate State between 
Mijery immediately following Death, and continuing 
fill the general Reſurrection. 

Every man who confiders attentively the re- 
markable tranſaction recorded in the Text, and 
the preceding verſes, cannot but be at a loſs 
which he ſhould moſt admire, the illuſtrious, 
and truly heroical faith of the Thief, or the 
gractous acceptance it met with from the all- 
merciful Jeſus. At a time when Chriſt's own 
diſciples had denied, forſaken, or betrayed 
him, and he was perſecuted even to death by 
the whole nation of the Fews, this man could 
diſcover the Lord of heaven and earth under 
the form of a crucified malefactor, and could 
profeſs his belief in the Son of God, when all 
the world beſides had deſpiſed and rejected him. 
Lord, ſays he, remember me when thou comeſt into 
thy kingdom. Mark the modeſty of his petition. 
He does not beg of Chriſt, as the mother of 
Zecbedee's children did for her two ſons, that he 
might fit, either on his right, or his left hand 
in his kingdom. He does not atk for any diſ- 
tinguiſhing mark of Chriſt's favour ; but only 
that he would remember him—that he would 

not 


Death and the Refurrefion, proved. 9 
not quite forget him—that he would then think 
him worthy of ſome ſmall token, though it 
was ever ſo ſmall, of his grace -and mercy. 
To which our Lord immediately replies, Ve- 
rily J fay unto thee, To day ſhalt thou be with me in 
Paradiſe. Thou ſhalt not wait fo long for thy 
reward. For be aſſured that this very day thou 
ſhalt be with me in that bleſſed place, where 
the Souls of all the righteous are refreſhed and 
comforted, joyfully waiting for their more per- 
fe& and eternal happineſs at their Saviour's ſe- 
cond coming. For that by Paradiſe we muſt 
underſtand this intermediate State of Hap- 
pineſs, and not that final one which will take 
place at the Reſurrection, appears from hence, 
that the Jews in our Sayiour's time univerſally 
underſtood the word in this ſenſe ; and accord- 
ingly it was their uſual prayer over their depart- 
ing friends, that they might have their por- 
« tion in Paradiſe, and allo in the world to 
ce come*,” plainly thereby diſtinguiſhing the one 
from the other. Saint Paul likewiſe makes the 
ſame diſtinction, when in giving an account of 

B the 
* /:4, Grot. in loc. 


10 The Intermediate State between - 

the extraordinary Revelations he was favoured 
with, he declares ſome of them to have been 
made to him in Paradiſe, and others in the 
third heaven *, or the region of ſupreme hap- 
pineſs. Our bleſſed Lord therefore, as he was 
ſpeaking to a Jew, muſt certainly be ſuppoſed 
to uſe the word in the ſame ſenſe in which he 
knew the 'Thief would underſtand it. He could 
not mean to promiſe him only that diſtant 
happineſs which would be the portion of all 
good men at the end of the world ; when the 
word he made choice of to convey the promiſe 
in, was uſed by this man, and every body elſe 
at that time, to expreſs the happy ſtate of the 
righteous immediately following death. Nay, 
our Lord could not conſiſtently with truth tell 
the Thief that he ſhould that day be with him 


in the higheſt heaven, ſince he himſelf was not 
there in his human nature till after his aſcen- 


ſion. But if this was the ſenſe in which Chriſt 
uſed the word Paradiſe in the Text (which it 
muſt be, unleſs we can ſuppoſe that he intend- 
ed to deceive, and trifle with the Thief) then 

it 


© 2 Cor. xl &4 4+: 
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it is evident that by To day could be meant no- 
thing elſe but that very day, in which our Lord 
and the Thief expired upon the Croſs; ſince 
betwixt death and Paradiſe (taking the word in 
this ſenſe) there was no interval. 

And this ſhews likewiſe the falſnood of that 
interpretation, by which the force of this plain 
Text is endeavoured to be evaded, namely, that 
To day does not mean the preſent day in which 
the words were ſpoken, but ſome diſtant time 
afterwards: and to juſtify this ſenſe, a paſſage 
or two are quoted out of the Scriptures, in which 
To day ſignifies a future day. For, according 
to what we have proved, the Thief muſt be in 
Paradiſe that very day he ſuffered, or he could 
not be there at all. Beſides, though the paſſages 
which are alledged, do indeed refer to a future 
day; yet it is to a day which is near at hand, 
and not to one which was many ages off; and 
the occaſion and circumſtances were ſuch, that 
the meaning of the ſpeaker could not be miſ- 
underſtood * : whereas according to this inter- 
pretation, To day may ſignify ſome thouſands 

B 2 of 


* / d. Gen. ii. 17. Deut ix. 1. 


12 The Intermediate State between 
of years, though no Man that heard our LE 
could poſſibly underſtand it fo. 

The other ſenſe which is given of the Text, 
in order to invalidate the concluſion we have 
drawn from it, is ſo low and abſurd, that it 
looks like a Burleſque on Scripture, but is cer- 
tainly unworthy, not only of a Scholar, but 
even- of a man of the plaineſt underſtanding. 
Perily I ſay unto thee, To Day ; I did not tell 
thee ſo Yeſterday, nor will I tell thee fo To Mor- 
row, but I ſay unto thee To DA, thou ſhalt be 
ith me (ſome time or other) in Paradiſe. This 
ſhews how miſerably the Soul-ſleepers were 
gravelled by this plain and eaſy Text; which, 
were there no other in our Bibles to the ſame 
purpoſe, would alone be ſufficient to convince 
us, (from this authoritative declaration of our 
Lord upon ſo ſolemn an occaſion) that the 
fouls of all good men do, upon their ſeparation 
from the body, immediately enter upon a ſtate 
of happineſs; and by analogy we might con- 
clude, that the Souls of the wicked will, upon 


the ſame ſeparation, enter upon a ſtate of mi- 
ſery; and that both will continue in their 


reſpective ſtates till the general reſurrection. 
| But 
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But the great truth we are endeavouring to 
eſtabliſh is ſupported by many other Texts. 

In the old teſtament indeed there are but 
few paſſages to be met with for our purpoſe, and 
thoſe not ſo full and direct to the point in hand, 
as that much greater number which the new 
abounds with. And no wonder; ſince the La 
of Moſes was founded wholly on temporal 
ſanctions; whereas the Goſpel was gabliſbed upon: 
better promiſes ; and life and immortality could not 
have been ſaid to be brought to light by Chriſt, if 
they had been clearly and fully revealed by the 
former diſpenſation. However, there are not 
wanting ſeveral paſlages in 'the old teſtament 
which greatly favour the cauſe we are maintain 
ing. Thus when the death of the Patriarchs 
is expreſſed by their 'being gathered to their Peo- 

ple (a). When Jacob ſays, I will go down to the 
grave () (or rather, into Hades) to my ſon. 

When David ſpeaking of his dead child ſays, 

IT ſhall go to him, but he. ſhall not return to me (c). 

All theſe expreſſions ſtrongly intimate that the 

| Souls 


(a) Gen. xxv.8. xxxv. 29. xlix. 29. (b) Gen. xxxvii. 35. 
(c) Sam. xii. 23. 
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14 The Intermediate State between 


ſouls of the dead do ſubſiſt, and live together 
in their ſeparate ſtate. Can the thing which is 


not, be ſaid to be gathered to the thing which 
is not? Or can nothing be ſaid to go to no- 


thing? 


But moſt remarkable is that of Solomon, 
Ecckf. xii. 7. The duſt ſhall return to the earth 
as it was, and the ſpirit to God who gave it. 


Which words ſeem to carry this plain ſenſe 


with them, that whereas a man conſiſts of 
two very different natures, ſo the condition of 
each of theſe at the point of death ſhall be 
different likewiſe. The body, which was at 
firſt made out of corruptible materials, ſhall 
return to the ſame corruption ; but the ſoul, 
which was the immediate inſpiration of God 
himſelf, ſhall return to God again, to be by 
him diſpoſed of, and aſſigned to ſuch a ſtate of 
happineſs or miſery, as he ſhall ſee moſt fitting 
for it. 4 
But to proceed to the new teſtament. And 
here the Texts which ſpeak to our purpoſe are 
ſo many, and ſo expreſs, that I ſhall only 

chooſe out a few of the moſt remarkable. 
In . 
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In the Parable of the rich man, and 


Lazarus *, our Saviour plainly declares that 
both good, and bad men are at death imme- 
diately removed, the one into a ſtate of happi- 


neſs, the other into a ſtate of miſery; that the 


one are comforted, the other tormented. For 
though ſome parts of this Parable are of the 
figurative and ſcenical kind, I mean, where 
the parties concerned are repreſented as ſtill 
retaining the members, and affections of the 
body ; yet the main ſcope, and deſign of the 
Parable can be no other than to ſhew that 
there is a place of joy, and comfort for the 
righteous, and another of torment for the 
wicked, to which they will be inſtantly con- 
veyed upon their departure out of this world. 
Thus no ſooner did the beggar die, but he was 
carried by the angels into Abraham's boſom ; no 
ſooner alſo was the rich man dead and buried, but 
in Hell (or Hades) he lift up his eyes being in 
torments. Nay, there is one circumſtance in the 
Parable, which plainly ſhews that our Lord 
was ſpeaking of the ſtate of ſeparate ſouls in 

the 


* Luke xvi. 19, c. 
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the interval betwixt death and the general re- 
ſurrection ; namely, the rich man's petitioning 
Abraham 70 ſend Lazarus back to his father's houſe, 
to teſtify to bis froe brethren, leſt they alſo ſhould 
come into the ſame place of torment ; as alſo from 
the Patriarch's anfwer to him; They have Moſes 
and the Prophets, let them hear them. For if 
Chriſt had only intended to deſcribe that ſtate 
of happineſs and miſery which will not com- 
mence till the reſurrection, this part of the 
Parable which plainly ſuppoſes the reſurrection 
not yet come, could only ſerve to confound, 
and miſlead his hearers. 

Again, our Lord forewarns his diſciples not 
to fear them which kill the body, but are not 
able to kill the ſoul, Matt. x. 28. Where he 
plainly declares, that the ſoul will ſubſiſt, and 
live after its ſeparation by death from the body; 
ſince otherwiſe he that ſhould kill the body, 
would at the ſame time kill the ſoul alſo. 

The ſenſe which 1s put upon theſe words by 
thoſe of the contrary opinion, is ſo very un- 
natural, that one can hardly help thinking it 
would never have come from them, but for the 
want 
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want they were under of having ſomething 
better to offer, and their violent hurry to get 
rid of a Text which fo utterly confounds them. 
They tell us, © that our Lord 1s only point- 
tt ing out here the diſtinction betwixt this, 
« and the next life, when ſoul and body 
« are reunited, and future puniſhments com- 
c mence:” As if he had ſaid, Do not fear 
thoſe, whoſe malice can only deprive the body 
of life, but can have no effect upon the hap- 
pineſs or miſery of the ſoul in that ſtate, 
which is to take place at the reſurrection. 
But in this ſenſe of the words our Saviour 
might as well have ſaid, that the body can 
no more be killed by man, than the foul; 
fince that likewiſe, as to its condition after 
the reſurrection, is as much out of the power 
of any created Being, as the ſoul itſelf: 
whereas it is clearly aſſerted in the Text, 
that in the very ſame ſenſe in which the body 
may be faid to be killed, or deſtroyed by 
man, the ſoul cannot. I cannot leave this 
Paſſage without obſerving, that it is (as 
well as many others) a full confutation of a 

| 6 very 


18 The Intermediate State betqween 
very raſh aſſertion which has been advanced, 
«© That neither the word which we tranſlate 
<« Soul, nor that which we tranſlate Spirit, nor 
e any other word in Scripture, ever ſtands for 
« 'a purely immaterial Principle in man, or 
© Subſtance wholly ſeparable from and inde- 
* pendent of the body.” For either the ſoul 
in the Text ſignifies ſuch a Principle, or elſe 
he that kills the body muſt at the ſame time 
murder the foul alſo; and our Lord muſt 
be ſuppoſed to aſſert this glaring contradic- 
tion, that it is in the power of man to de- 
ſtroy the body, and yet not in his power 
to deſtroy that which is the ſame with the 
body, is inſeparable from it, and cannot exiſt 
without it. 
The ſame bleſſed Jeſus, when He was ex- 
piring on the croſs, recommends his depart- 
ing foul to God in this ſolemn form, Father, 
imo thy hands I commend my ſpirit * And 
St. Stephen, his firſt Martyr, was ſtoned, cal- 
ling upon God with his laſt Breath, and ſay- 
* Luke xxlii. 46. 
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ing, Lord Jeſus, receive my ſpirit x. And what 
elſe could either the Maſter, or the Diſciple 
mean by this, but to expreſs his confidence, 
that the ſoul, after its leaving the body; 
would not only retain its conſciouſneſs, but 
that it would continue in God's hands, and 
be preſerved, and cheriſhed by him, till He 
ſhould ſend it back again to its former ha- 
brtation ? 

But it is here ſaid by thofe of the con- 
trary opinion, that the word ſþirif in both 
theſe paſſages ſignifies only the ſpirit, or 
breath of life, or life itſelf: and fo they 
make both St. Stephen, and Chrift himſelf, 


guilty of a piece of mock-worſhip, in offer- 


ing up unto God a vile and worthleſs offer- 
ing, an offering of their expiring breath, 
which was juſt going to vaniſh as the ſoft air, 
and was indeed a very nothing. What an 
idle playing is this with Scripture, and taking 
ſuch indecent hberties with the Word of God, 
as would never be allowed with the word 
of man ? 


C2: I (hall 
* Acls vii. 59. 
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I ſhall add but one paſſage more, out of 
the many which remain, in ſupport of the 
truth I have been maintaining. St. Paul, in 
his Epiſtle to the Philippians (chap. i. 23, 24.) 
ſpeaks thus: I am in a ſtrait betwixt ivo, 
having a defire to depart, and to be with Chriſt ; 
which is far better: nevertheleſs to abide in the 


fleſh, is more needful for you. As if he had 


ſaid; I am at a loſs which I ſhould prefer, 
were it left to my choice, death or life. 
Were I to conſult nothing but my own hap- 
pineſs; to depart, and to be with Chriſt is cer- 
tainly far better for me; but if IT am to be 


directed by your good alſo, and the need 


you ſtand in of my continuing ſome time 
longer in my Miniſtry amongſt you; then I 
ought to be ready and willing to abide ſtill in 


the fleſh. Now, how could St. Paul ſay, with 


any truth, or propriety; that it was not only 
better, but far better, (nay, as the Original im- 
ports, more than far better; 72a6 j,, er 
to depart, and to be with Chr:/, than to abide 


ſtill in the fleſh; if, betwixt his departure and 


his being with Chrif, there was to paſs an 
| interval 
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interval of ſo many ages; and his foul ſhould 
be all the while as void of ſenſe and thought, 


as a clod, or a ſtone? Certainly, life and 


thought, and the comforts of God's grace, 
which he enjoyed whilſt here on earth; were 
far preferable to ſo long a night of dark- 
neſs and inſenſibility. But farther, if he had 
thought that ſuch, and no better, was to be 
the condition of his ſoul in its ſeparate ſtate; 
he not only would not, but he could not, 
he ought not to have been defirous of his 
departure. If he had only expreſſed an earneſt 
defire after the general reſurrection, and the 
conſummation of his happineſs; this would 
have been no more than what every good 
Chriſtian would, and might have wiſhed for; 


but to prefer a ſtate of inſenſibility (in which 


he could neither enjoy any happineſs himſelf, 


nor any ways promote that of others) to a 


life which might be ſpent in advancing the 
honour of God, and the good of his Church; 
is a choice unworthy a Chriſtian, as well as 
inconſiſtent with St. Paul's character; who had 


ſuch a fervent zeal for the ſucceſs of the 


goſpel, 


F 
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goſpel, and ſuch an affectionate concern for 
the ſalvation of thoſe he preached it to, that 
he declares himſelf ready to be offered upon the 
ſacrifice and ſervice of their faith *, to impart his 
own ſoul to them +, and even to be accurſed from 
Chriſt t; if he could thereby ſerve ſo glorious 
a cauſe, and contribute to the furtherance of 
ſuch benevolent purpoſes. | 

And ſo much may ſuffice in order to make 
good the point we have undertaken, namely, 
that it appears from Scripture that there is 
an intermediate ſtate of happineſs, or miſery, 
immediately following death, and continuing 
till the reſurrection. | 

As to the preciſe nature and degrees of this 
happineſs and miſery, we need not be very 
ſolicitous. It is enough for us to be affured, 
that the God in whoſe hands we ſhall be, 
both can, and will ſuit them to the reſpective 


conditions and deſerts of his creatures. How- 


ever, from what He has been pleaſed to re- 


veal, we may conclude, that the happineſs of 


the 


Philipp. ii. 7. + 1 Theſſ. ii. 8, Þ7 Rom, ix. 3. 
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the righteous will conſiſt in a ſtate of per- 
fect peace, and tranquillity, in the continual 
feaſt of a good conſcience, in a much greater 
portion of divine grace than is ever enjoyed 
in this life, and in a joyful expectation of 
their future, and eternal glory : or, (as our 
Church expreſſes it in that moſt ſolemn and 
affecting Office for the Burial of the Dead) 
that the ſouls of the faithful, after they are de- 
livered from the burden of the fleſh, are with God 
in joy and felicity; though they will not have their 
Perfect conſummation and bliſs both in body and ſcul 
till the coming of Chriſt's kingdom. We may 
conclude likewiſe from the laſt paſſage of 
Scripture we have been conſidering, that good 
men in this ſtate will, in ſome particular 
ſenſe, be with Chriſt, will be under his conti- 
nual care and protection, and will even en- 
joy the ſight of Him, by way of viſion and 
revelation, as He was made known to Abra- 
ham and the old Prophets, though in a much 
more perfect manner. And as to the condi- 
tion of the wicked in this intermediate ſtate, 
we may conclude by a parity of reaſon, that 
they 
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they ſhall be inceſſantly tormented with the 
ſtings of conſcience, with all the horrors of 
deſpair, and with a certain fearful looking 
for of judgment and fiery indignation, which 
will be executed at the laſt day, when they 
ſhall be doomed to everlaſting miſery. 


And now, if either the nature, or the 
limits of ſuch Diſcourſes as theſe would per- 
mit, I might eaſily ſhew that the opinion of 
the ſoul's ſleeping from death to the reſur- 
rection, 1s founded upon very weak grounds, 
and that the Texts alledged in ſupport of 
it, are either nothing to the purpoſe, or ad- 
mit of a fair and eaſy ſolution. But I ſhall 
only remark by the way, that there is a 
common obſervation which will obviate the 
force of moſt of the concluſions drawn from 
Scripture in favour of that opinion, namely, 
that as man is a compound perſon, made 
up of body and ſoul, many things may be 
faid of the whole man, which properly be- 
longs only to one part of him. Thus we 
pronounce a man to be wiſe and good, ſtrong 
and tall, mortal and immortal, with reſpect 

15 to 
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to the different natures which are in him: 
and thus likewiſe it is no wonder that the 


Scriptures, when they are ſpeaking of the 


ſtate of the dead, ſhould ſometimes affirm 
ſuch things of the whole man, as are only 


applicable to one part of him, his body. 


Having thus far endeavoured to prove from 


Scripture, that there is an intermediate ſtate 


of happineſs or miſery betwixt death and 


the reſurrection, I ſhall only detain you a 
moment longer with a ſhort Reflection, or 
two. 
And firſt, it appears from what has been 
advanced in this Diſcourſe, how falſe and 
groundleſs is the Popiſh doctrine of Purga- 
tory, that gainful bubble of Romiſh Prieſt- 
craft. For ſurely, to be tormented in thoſe 
flames cannot be ſaid 70 be with Chrift in Pa- 
radiſe, or to be comforted in Abraham's boſom ; 
much leſs can it be an object of our dire, 
and far better than abiding in the fleſh. And 
here we may obſerve by the way, that this 
abſurd doctrine is as effectually confuted by 
what we have been advancing as by the con- 
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true and philoſophical the aſſertion may be, 


\ 
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trary opinion ; ſince ſuch tormenting fires are 
no leſs incompatible with a ſtate of happi- 
neſs immediately following death, than with 
a ſtate of downright inſenſibility. But if Pur- 
gatory is ſuch a ſenſeleſs chimera, then the 
other - doctrine which is built upon it, or 
rather for the fake of which Purgatory itſelf 
was at firſt invented, namely, that the prayers 
of the living do help and deliver thoſe that 
are there confined and tormented, muſt fall 
of courſe, and come to nothing. The ſouls 


of all thoſe who die in the Lord have no 


occaſion for our prayers. For no ſooner are 
they delivered from the burden of the fleſh, but 
they are in the hand of God, and there _ 70 
torment touch them. 

Secondly, we may obſerve, that however 


that where there is no thought or conſciouſ- 
neſs, there can be no 1dea of duration, and 
conſequently, upon ſuppoſition that we re- 
main all the intermediate time in a ſtate of 
inſenſibility, the moment of our death and 
that of our reſurr ection will be immediately 

connected; 
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connected; though, I ſay, all this is true, 
yet the concluſion which is drawn from 
hence cannot be ſo eaſily admitted ; that it 
is a point of no conſequence which of the 
two doctrines be recerved as the true one; 
that which we have been maintaining, or 
that which is oppoſed to it. For it is well 
known, that from the Philoſopher to the 
Peaſant, men are more affected, and their 


behaviour is much more influenced by the 
workings of their imaginations, than by the 


real nature of things; ſo that no reaſon, nor 


philoſophy, will prevail on them to conſider 
two things as alike indifferent, which their 
imaginations repreſent to them as of very 
- unequal importance. They cannot be brought 
to think that it is juſt the ſame thing to 
them, whether they ſhall live, and be con- 
ſcious for ages to come, or whether they 
ſhall all the while be as void of ſenſe and 
thought as the earth they walk on. 

There is an honeſt pride in human na- 


ture, whilſt it is neither enervated by ſin, 


nor hardened by deſpair, which will not bear 
Tis D 2 5 the 
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the thought of being reduced to a level with 
the brute beaſts, though it be only for a 
ſeaſon : and the beſt Chriſtians would be ſo 
far in that caſe from having any defire to depart, 
that they would rather wifh and pray to abide 
in the fleſh the years of a Methuſelah ; or rather, 
that they might zarry here till Chriſt cometh. On 
the other hand, the hopes of ſo long a re- 
prieve from puniſhment might encourage the 
wicked man to continue in his evil ways: 
He might flatter himſelf, that let him be as 
vile and abominable as he pleaſes, even as a 
very Nero, he ſhall, however, for he knows 
not - how many thouſands of years, be in as 
good a condition as the greateſt Saint that 
ever lived: and as for what may befal him 
after ſo diſtant a period, he thinks it not 
worth his conſidering. 

But now the natural effects of the doc- 
trine we have been maintaining will be juſt 
the reverſe. The impenitent ſinner will ſee 
plainly that the grave cannot hide him from 
the vengeance of the Almighty, that death 
will be ſo far from being a reprieve to him, 

that 
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that it will conſign him over to immediate 
torments; not indeed to ſuch exquiſite ones 
as will be one day inflicted on him, but to 
ſuch as will far exceed the ſharpeſt pains that 
he ever felt in this world. On the contrary, 
the good and righteous man will be ſo far 
from being amazed or dejected with the 
thoughts of death, that he will rather be 
pleaſed with every ſymptom of its approach. 
Even when the ſolemn hour is come, he will, 
through faith and comfort of the Scripture, hear 
his Saviour ſpeaking to his ſoul, as He did 
to the Thief on the croſs: Yerily, I ſay unto 
thee, To day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe. 
Moſt meekly therefore will he lay down his 
head with the bleſſed Martyr St. Stephen, and 
will fall aſleep ; knowing full well that in that 
ſleep he ſhall enjoy ſuch delightful dreams as 
are not to be equalled by the moſt agreeable 

ſenſations of his wakeful moments. 
May the belief and conſideration of the great 
goſpel-truth I have been endeavouring to ſup- 
port, have its due effect upon all of us. May 
it rouſe, the ſinner out of his amazing lethargy, 
and 


— 
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and make him immediately ſet about the great 
work of his repentance, knowing, that his judg- 
ment lingereth not, and that his damnation doth not 
ſlumber, but that :, it very near him, even af the 
dor. And as for all good and fincere Chriſtians, 
may the ſame faith ſabliſb, firengthen, ſettle them. 
May it arm them, both againſt the pleaſures of 
life, and the pains of death, by inſpiring them, 
even to their laſt moments, with te ſure and 
certain hope, both of their immediate receiving 
the firſt fruits of their labours, and of their after- 
wards. in due time reaping the full harveſt of 
their reward. 
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